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Introduction


At some point in time, every person has a life changing experience. For me, the event that altered my life occurred during my sophomore year of high school. My brother Jeff fathered a beautiful little girl named Cadence, and then he was called overseas to serve in the infantry for the Army. Every day after school to the next morning, and every day that summer, I took care of his little girl. Although I resented this responsibility at first, I soon came to love it. Ever since that time I have been consumed with a love for little children. 


Before this event changed me, I was fascinated that the Lord put so much emphasize on little children. I could not understand what was so special about them; however, now I realize His reasons. The phrase “little children” appears 28 times throughout the scriptures; however the word “children” appears 737 times, and the word “child” appears 121 times. Why does the Lord put such a large emphasize on such small individuals? It is because we should become like a little child, because little children are prefect and cannot sin, and because the love Christ possesses for little children is like no other. 
Become like Little Children


The Lord has given us commandments that we must follow in order to return to Him. One such commandment is to come unto him like a little child. This has been made clear throughout the scriptures. In Matthew 18:3 we are told that, “Except ye be converted, and become as little children,” we cannot return to our Father’s kingdom. This commandment is also made clear in the Book of Mormon in 3Nephi 11: 37-38, “38 And again I say unto you, ye must repent, and be baptized in my name, and become as a little child, or ye can in nowise inherit the kingdom of God.”[image: image1.wmf]

¶¶

 These verses make it clear that we must repent, be baptized in the Lord’s name, and become “as a little child” in order to return to Him. 


If we are to become as like a little child, there are certain things that we must do. In Mosiah 3:19 we are told to, “...becometh as a little child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love, willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even as a child doth submit to his father.” These are the attributes we must possess in order to return to our father in heaven. We can develop these characteristics through hard work and diligence; we must also humble ourselves and ask the Lord for His help. 


Throughout the scriptures it is written that little children receive the Kingdom of God. In Matthew 18:4 it makes it clear that he who becomes like a little child, “the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Furthermore, modern revelation shows us that we too can receive the Lord’s kingdom we become like a child (D&C 99:3), “And who receiveth you as a little child, receiveth my kingdom.” That is why it is crucial that we become like little children; if we do not become like a little child we will be unable to obtain our Father’s kingdom and to become the greatest in that kingdom. 

Little Children Cannot Sin


One of the most frequent patterns in the scriptures encompassing “little children” is that little children are prefect and cannot sin. It is written in Mosiah 3:21 that, “none shall be found blameless before God, except it be little children.” Through modern revelation we now know that little children cannot sin because they cannot be tempted. D&C 29:47 states that little children, “cannot sin, for power is not given unto Satan to tempt little children.”


Another reason that children cannot sin is revealed to us in Moroni 8:8. This verse states that, “little children are whole, for they are not capable of committing sin.” To be “whole” indicates a level of spirituality where you are completely clean and you are steadfast in cleanliness in the eyes of the Lord. It is because of this steadfastness in spirituality that little children cannot sin.  


An additional reason why little children cannot sin is shown to us in Moroni 8:22. This verse declares that little children are “without the law” and that, “… the power of redemption cometh on all them that have no law.” It is because children are innocent and know not the commandments of the Lord that they cannot sin.


The Lord has made it very clear that little children are incapable of sin. However, if Mosiah 3:16 he reveals to us what would happen if they were capable of sin: “And even if it were possible that little children could sin they could not be saved; but I say unto you they are blessed; for behold, as in Adam, or by nature, they fall, even so the blood of Christ atoneth for their sins.” Essentially, children have been redeemed from the beginning through Christ. 

Christ Loves Little Children


One thing that has been made indubitably clear throughout the scriptures is that Christ possesses an enormous amount of love for little children.  In Matthew 19:14 (also in Mark 10:14 and Luke 18:16) Christ tells his disciples, “Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me.” He wants to see the children because He has such a great love for them and they are “alive in [Him]” (Moro. 8:12). 


During the Sermon at the Temple in 3 Nephi, Christ commanded that the little children be brought before Him and He blessed each and every child one by one. 3Ne. 17: 11-12, 21 states, “11 And it came to pass that he commanded that their little children should be brought. 12 So they brought their little children and set them down upon the ground round about him, and Jesus stood in the midst; and the multitude gave way till they had all been brought unto him…21 And when he had said these words, he wept, and the multitude bare record of it, and he took their little children, one by one, and blessed them, and prayed unto the Father for them.” He took the time to bless the little children one by one because He loved and knew each child individually. Also, the heavens opened and angels “came down and encircled those little ones about” and the angels did “minister unto them” because of the love Christ had for each child (3Ne. 17:24). 


In Moroni 8:17 Christ clearly states that He loves little children. He speaks plainly because He wants us to know without any doubt that He loves every little child. This verse states, “I love little children with a perfect love.” Christ loves little children so much because they are like Him and they are all “…partakers of salvation.” Christ has shown His love for little children through not only these verses in the scriptures, but by atoning for all of the sins of every child from the beginning. 

Personal Application


The most important way that I can apply these patterns in my life is to remember that little children are just like Christ: they are prefect, submissive, meek, humble, patient, and full of love. I can learn to be more Christ like by learning from little children.  It is easy for me to become frustrated with little children when they do not understand something that seems so simple; however, patience is an important attribute that I can develop by helping children to understand. Children are capable of teaching many other attributes as well. 

Furthermore, because little children are so much like Christ, it is important that I treat them as we would treat our Savior. I would not yell at the Savior for leaving the door open or for breaking a glass, so I must not yell at a little child for doing so. That’s not to say that I won’t teach children to close doors or be careful with glasses, just that when I do teach them I will do so with a patient, calm, and loving attitude. 

Conclusion


The phrase “little children” and other related terms are used numerous times throughout all of the scriptures. Just like every part of the scriptures, this phrase was used for a purpose. Christ made sure that the phrase was used often because he wants us to become like a little child, because little children are prefect and cannot sin, and because the love He possesses a prefect love for little children.
